In Ihi? broadenino reissue applicelicr, ctp.iT.s "i-?"-', 



^. and ^C-:.7 v.c.e 



have previously been cancelled without prejudice. The Examiner aliowed claims 1-23, 
28-34, 40-58, and 62-67 upon filing a supplemental reissue declaration. Claims 59-51 
stand rejected as being anticipated by Ccrdell. Claims 55 and 61 have been amended 
and new claims 68 and 69 have beer, edded by this response \o pl^cc the application in 
condition for allowance. As discussed below, all of the pending claims are in condition 
for allowance. 



Original Patent 

The Assignee will surrender the original patent, or wlii submit a declaration as to 
loss or inacoessibiiity of the original patent, after the Examiner allows all of the pending 
claims. 



The Applicant wlli file a supplemental reissue declaration upon completion of 
prosecution and satisfaction of the Examiner's objections and/or rejections to the 



Claim 59 as amended recites a method comprising sinking from a node a 
reference current having a first temperature coefficient; sourcing to the node a current 
having approximately the first temperature coefficient and being related to a power- 
supply voltage; and comparing the reference cunrent to the supply-related current. 
Claim 61 was amended to modify an antecedent basis reference. The attached 
"Marked Up of the Claims 59 and 61 , and New Claims 68 and 69" shows the textual 
changes to claims 59 and 61 . 

For example, ref nring to the illustration sketched b low, a reference current iref 
having a first temperature coefficient is sunk from a node N and a current Isup having 
approximately the first t mperature coefficient and related to a power-supply voltage 




Oath 



claims. 



Rejection of Claima 59-62 under 35 U.S.C. $ 102fb^ 
tn View of U.S. Patent 4.350.904 to Cordell 
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m-^nr.'tur^e CI Iref relc^tive to p. ?y cr^rrpc (; ."-.lii vlKivi 'i r ' uo^r. ^..^ne 

The following sketch is a simplificsticn o: FIG. 2 cf the p^te.it :dp^.iicaticn; 
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AVAILABLE COPY 



Since Isup is related to the power-supply voltage Vcc. as the power-supply voltage Vcc 
changes, Isup changes. However, the reference current lref» which is independent of 
Vcc, "tries" to stay the same. As a result, the voltage Vsum at node N changes, moving 
away from (Increasing) a reference voltage (Illustrated Gnd above) as the power-supply 
voltage Vcc increases, and moving toward the reference voltage Gnd as the power- 
supply voltage Vcc decreases. 

The currents Isup and Iref have approximately equal temperature coefficients. 
As a result, the voltage Vsum at node N does not substantially change In response to 
temperature changes. Because both currents have the same or approximately the 
same temperature coefficient, the voltage V^um is independent or cipproxim^tely 
independent of temperature. This prevents changes in temperature from altering the 
value of Vcc at which the inverters 20 and 22 comparator circuit of FIG. 2 cause the 
switching circuit 8 (FIG. 1) to switch between the primary and secondary power sources 
4 and 5, respectively. 

Conversely, referring to Cordell's FIG. 1, unlike claim 59, which recites a 
maximum level of a reference cun^nt being Independent of a supply V Itageus dto 
generate a supply-related current, both of Cordell's currents, 13 and the current (12 + 13) 
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thrcuch the ^esist^r^Q depend Jhf- g*^: (v;. tc ;:.e ci. ;.. sup^-y 

New claiiT £" rf^cltcb linking Ofily cne cure, t ontJ en./ cnc currui. .v^ d 

node. Conversely, referring to Cordell's FIG. 1, Cordell discloses sourcing two cunenis, 
12 and 13, to the emitter of transistor 34, and sinking a third current, 12 + 13 from the 
emitter. 

New claim 69 recites sinking from a comparison node a reference current having 
a first temperature coefficient, sourcing to the comparison node a current that is related 
to a power-supply voltage and that has approximately the first temperature coefficient; 
and comparing a voltage on the comparison node to a reference voltage. 

Conversely, referring to Cordell's FIG. 1, Cordell does not compare a voltage on 
the emitter of the transistor 34 to a reference voltage. 



In addition to the allowed clalnns 1-23, 28-34, 40-58, and 62-67, the amended 

claims 59 and 61 , and the new claims 68 and 69 are In condition for allowance, making 
the application in condition for allowance subject to filing a supplemental reissue 
declaration. Such allowance is respectfully requested. 

Please charge the $204 for the two additional independent claims, and any 
additional fees, to Deposit Account No. 07-1897. 

If the Examiner believes that a phone interview would be helpful, ha is 
respectfully requested to contact the Applicants' attorney, Bryan Santarelll, at 
(425) 455-5575. 



BEST AVAIUBLE COPY 



QS NCLUSIO N 



Respectfully submitted. 




Attachment: Marked-up version of amended and new claims 



Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 37,560 
155-108th Avenue N.E., Ste 350 
Bellevue, WA 98004-5973 
(425) 455-5575 
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A lOetnoo, ccr..^i\s\nQ: 
sinkinci truin a node GeAefaliff§ a reference current having a firsi leMpyraiure 
cQefficient;-afl4 

Gomparing tho r e f e r e noo current to a Gupply r o latod Gur ro nt sourcinq to the node 
a current having approximately the firsi temperature coefficient and being relat ed to a 
POwer-supDl y voltage- th a t i o ro iatod t o a fi ewe^^pply vo t t a go and t h u W:^^^!^^^ 
approximato l y tho firct tompora tupe co effi oiont : and 

comparing the reference current to the supply-related current . 

$1, The method of claim 59 wherein comparing the reference current 
comprises summing the reference current and the supply-related current at *-li7£.node 
to generate a voltage. dia^h^ . 

S^ST AVAILABLE copy 

68. A method . compriainQ: 

sinking from a node a refer ence current having a first temperature coefficient: 
SQun:inq to the node a cunrent that is relat ed to a power-suoplv voltage and that 

has approximately the fi rst temperature coefficient; and 

neither sourcinp nor sinking from the node a current other than the reference and 

supplv-related currents. 



69. A method comprising: 

sinking from a comparison node a reference current having g first temperature 
coefficient: 

sourcino to th e comparison node a current that is related to a power-supolv 
voltage and that has appr oximately the first temperature coefficient: and 
comparing a voltage on the comparison node to a reference voltaoe. 
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